DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING; 
BEARING FRUIT; Sect 1
In our study on glory, we've seen how we've been appointed to live and take possession of our inheritance, all for the purpose of glorifying our God. We also looked very briefly at the command to glorify him in our bodies. Now by his grace, we'll look at these in more detail, beginning with fruit-bearing for his glory.
Within the scriptures there are many different types of personal fruit-bearing mentioned. We're told that the type we bear, good or bad, shows what life force, for want of a better term, is flowing through us. The fruit which is showing in our lives is irrefutable evidence of who is in control in our lives. This principle applies to every form of fruit we will cover in this study.

(1) Matt.7:15-20 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down, and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits.”

(2) Luk.6:43-45 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is known by its fruits. For figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good man, out of the good treasures of his heart, produces good, and the evil man, out of his evil treasures, produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
The spiritual children we bear can often show clearly which god we follow.

(3) 1Cor.3:10-15 “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder, I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each one be careful how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can anyone lay that that which is already laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood hay, or straw, each man’s work will be manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work which any one has done survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.”

(4) 1Pet.4:12-16 “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal which comes upon you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you share the sufferings of Christ, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 

    But let none of you suffer as a wrongdoer, or a mischief maker, yet if one suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God.”

Remember;
(5) Job 23:8-10 “I go forward, but the Lord is not there; backward, but I cannot perceive him. I seek him on the left hand, but I cannot behold him, I turn to the right, but I cannot see him.  But he knows the way that I take, and when he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.”

(6) 2Tim.3:1-5 “Understand this; in the last days times of stress will come; for men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, inhuman, callous, slanderers, moral degenerates, fierce, hater of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding the form of religion, but denying its power. Avoid such people.”

(7) 2Tim.4:3-4 “Preach the Word; be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, exhort; be unfailing in patience and in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears, they will accumulate teachers to themselves to suit their own liking, and will turn away from listening to the truth, and wander into myths.”

(8) Heb.l2:7-8 “It is for discipline that you have to endure; God is treating you as sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children, and not sons.”
One type of fruit often overlooked is the fruit of our labours with regard to the ordinary, hum-drum work involved in earning a living.

(9) Col.3:22-24 “Slaves, obey your earthly master in everything, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever your task, work heartily, as though serving the Lord and not men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward, for you are serving the Lord Christ.”

(10) Eph.6:5-8 “Slaves, be obedient to those who are your earthly masters, with fear and trembling, in singleness of heart, as to Christ, not in the way of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same again from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free.”

(11) 1Tim.6:1-2 “Let all who are under the yoke of slavery regard their masters as worthy of all honour, so that the name of God, and the teaching, may not be defamed. Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful, but rather they must serve all the better, since those who benefit by their service are believers and beloved.”

(13) 1Pet.2:18-20 “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to the kind and gentle, but also to the overbearing. For one is approved if, mindful of God, he endures pain while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it, if, when you do wrong, and are beaten for it, you take it patiently? But if, when you do right, and suffer for it, you take it patiently, you have God’s approval.”
If we would come to terms with the greatness of the fruit of our spiritual labours in sowing and watering the Word, and of reaping the harvest, our enthusiasm would be unbounded.

(14) Dan.l2:3 “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”

(15) Matt.13:44-46 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys the field.

    Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one of great value, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.”

(16) Jh.4:36 “He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.”
Another type of fruit which is almost always overlooked is the fruit of our lips, i.e. the words of our mouths. Not many seem to take very seriously the words of Jesus in;

(17) Matt.12:33-37 “Either make the tree good, and its fruit good, or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad, for a tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good man, out of his good treasure, brings forth good, and the evil man, out of his evil treasure, brings forth evil. I tell you, on the Day of Judgment, men will give an account of ever careless word they utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

(18) Heb.l3:15 “Through Jesus Christ let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise, which is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”

(19) Jas.3:10-11 “From the same mouth comes blessings and cursing, and this ought not to be. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening fresh water and brackish?

(20) Matt.21:14-16 “The blind and the lame came to Jesus in the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant, and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes, have you never read, “Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings you have brought forth perfect praise.”

(21) Matt.11:25 Jesus said, “Thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to babes.”
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 BEARING FRUIT, Sect 2
Once again, a fruit which we are commanded to bear and which is rarely, if ever mentioned today, is the fruit of righteousness. Yet, right from the beginning it was preached by Jesus and the apostles.

(22) Matt.5:20 Jesus said, “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

(23) Eph.5:9 “The fruit of light is found in all that is good, and right, and true.” (Or, “in all goodness, righteousness and truth”)
(24) Phil.1:9-11 Paul said, “It is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruits of righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to the glory of God.”

(25) Phil.2:14-15 “Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.”
(26) Is.3:10 “Tell the righteous that it will be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their deeds.”

(27) Pro.11:30 “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.”

(28) 1Jh.3:7-8 “Let no one deceive you, he who does right is righteous as he is righteous. He who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”
Yet another type of fruit which is almost unheard of among Christians now, is the fruit of repentance.

(29) Luk.3:8-9 “Bear fruit that befits repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.”

(30) Acts 26:20 Paul declared first to those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent, and turn to God, and perform deeds worthy of their repentance.”
Finally, we have the fruit of the Spirit.

(31) Gal.5:22-23 “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control; against these there is no law.”

(32) 2Pet.1:3-11 “God’s divine power has granted to us all thing that we need for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted us his precious and very great promises, that through these we might escape the corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature.

    For this reason make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these things are your in abundance, they will keep you from being unfruitful and ineffective in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these things is blind and short-sighted, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sin.

    Therefore, be the more zealous to confirm your call and election, for if you do this you will never fall; so an entrance will be richly provided for you into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”

(33) 2Cor.7:1 “Since we have these promises, let us cleans ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the sight of God.”

(34) Rom.8:13 “If we live according to the flesh, we will die, but if, by the Spirit, we put to death the deeds of the flesh, we will live.”

(35) Ps.92:12-15 “The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar of Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the Lord, and flourish in the courts of our God. They still bring forth fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green, to show that the Lord is upright. He is my Rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.”

(36) Ezek.47:6-12 “The Lord led me back along the bank of the river. As I went back, I saw along the bank of the river, very many trees on each side. And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and when it enters the stagnant waters of the sea, the water will become fresh. And wherever the river goes every living creature which swarms will live, and there will be very many fish; for this water goes there so that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live wherever the river goes.”

BUT DO WE HAVE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IN OUR LIVES?
There are certain conditions laid out in the Word which must be met before we can bear good fruit, of any type.

(37) Jh.l5:1-7 “I am the vine, and my Father is the vine dresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 

    You are already made clean by the words which I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he is the one who will bear much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

    If a man does not abide in me, he is cast out like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”

(38) John 12:24-26 “Truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it bares much fruit; he who loves his life, looses it, and he who hates his life in this world, will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me, and where I am, there my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honour him.”

(39) Rom.6:11 “You must consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

(40) Gal.2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I that live, but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

(41) Ps.l:1-3 “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the council of the wicked, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers; but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and on it he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by the water, that yields its fruit in its season and its leaves do not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

(42) Matt.l3:23 “And you Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades: For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.”

(43) Acts 17:11 “The Jews at Beroea were nobler than those at Thessalonica, for they received the Word with all eagerness, and searched the scripture daily to see if these things were so.”
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BEARING FRUIT Sect 3
Of course the purpose of our bearing fruit in the first place is that God may be glorified in us. It is so important to remember this at all times, that we may not rob him of what is rightfully his.

(44) Jh.15:8 “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.”

(45) Matt.5:16 “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in Heaven.”

(46) Is.42:8 “I am the Lord, that is my name, and my glory I will not give to another, nor my praise to graven images.”

(47) Is.48:11 “My glory I will not give to another.”
Remember, a harvest of good fruit is re​quired of us by the Lord.

(48) Luk.l3:6-9 “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit from it, and he found none. He said to the vinedresser, “For three years I have come seeking fruit from this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down, why should it use up the ground? And he answered, “Let it alone sir for this year also, till I dig about it and put on manure. And if it bears fruit next year, well and good, but it not, you can cut it down.”

(49) Jh.l5:16 “You did no choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide.”

(50) Matt 25:14-30 “It shall be as when a man, going on a journey, called his servants, and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his ability. 
    Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went immediately and traded with them, and made five talents more. So also, he who had received two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground, and hid his master’s money.

    Now, after a long time the master of there servants came to settle accounts with them. He who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more with him, saying, ‘Master, you gave me five talents, see, I have made you five more.’ His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant, you have been faithful over little; I will set you over much, enter into the joy of your master.” Then he who had received the two talents came saying, ‘See master, you gave me two talents, and I have made two more.’ His master said, “Well done good and faithful servant, you have been faithful over little, I will set you over much, enter into the joy of your master.”

    Then he who had received the one talent came saying, “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow, so I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You know that I reap where I did not sow, and that I gather where I did not winnow. You ought to have invested my money with the banker, and at my coming I should have received my money, with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten; for to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from his who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness, where men will weep and gnash their teeth.”
It’s very important to remember that a lack of fruit brings God's anger.

(51) Matt. 21:18-19 “Jesus was hungry, and seeing a fig tree by the way side, he went to it, and found nothing on it but leaves only. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come on you again.” And the fig tree withered at once.

(52) Heb.6:7-8 “Land which has drunk the rain which often falls upon it, and produces vegetation useful for those for whom it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless, and near to being burned. Its end is to be cursed.”

(53) Matt.13:22 “As for what was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the Word, but the cares of the world, and the delight in riches choke the Word, and it proves unfruitful.”
In the final analysis, we are judged according to our fruitfulness, or lack of it.

(54) Matt.25:31-46 “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him; then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at his left. 

    Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, blessed of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me drink. I was a stranger, and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me. I was sick, and you visited me. I was in prison and you came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you to drink? Or when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and cloth you? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” And the king will answer them, “As you did it to one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it to me.”

    Then he will say to those at his left hand, “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave me no food; thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger, and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not cloth me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they will answer, “Lord, when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick or in prison and did not minister to you?” Then the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, as often as you failed to do it for one of these, you failed to do it for me. And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

(55) Jer.17:10 “I, the Lord, search the mind and try the heart, to give to everyone according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.”

(56) Jer.32:19 “Lord, you are great in council, and mighty in deeds, and your eyes are open to all the ways of men, rewarding every man according to his ways; according to the fruit of his doings.”

(57) Pro.24:12 “If you say, ‘We did not know this,’ does not he who weighs the heart see it? Does not he who keeps watch over you soul know it? And will he not requite a man according to his work?

(59) 1Pet.1:17 “If you call him Father, who judges each one impartially according to his deeds, conduct yourself with fear throughout the time of your exile.”

(60) 2Cor.5:10 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the flesh.”

(61) Rev.20:12 “I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what was written in the books, by what they had done.”

(63) Rev.22:12 “I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay everyone for what he has done.” 

(64) Is.5:1-7 “Let me sing a love song for my beloved about his vineyard;

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.

He dug it, and cleared it of stones

And planted it with choice vines;

He built a watchtower in the midst of it,

And hewed out a wine vat in it;

And he looked for it to yield grapes,

But it yielded wild grapes.”
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